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‘25X1A6a : Much of what is reported below as current fact 
appears to represent possible Soviet intentions. ) 
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Soviek Artillery 


1. The Soviets place mre faith in artillery unite than in any other type 
-of unit. Taking their cue from the significant role played by artillery 
in the last war, the Soviets have considered most urgent the development 
of a strong, motorized, ami highly mobile artillery force. 


2. Source report that there are approximately 30 modern motorised artillery 
divisions. In addition to these 30 divisions there is a special group 
of 9,000 motorized guna of large caliber. 


3. An additional group of 1§ divisions is in the process of being organised. 
These divisions will be furnished with trucks, They will constitute the 
artillery support for Soviet infantry which will be motorized and equipped 
with modern means of transportation. Each of these 15 motorised artillery 
divisions will have attached to it a regiment (sic) of fighter planes 
which will be responsible for covering the flanks of the infantry unite 
which are being supported. 


4 Altogether, the Soviet artillery will amount to about 100 divisions, in-~ 
cluding anti-aircraft artillery. 


Anti-airoratt Artillery 


5. Gonsiderable atiention has also been given to the development of anti-~ 
aircraft artillery. A new 127 mm cannon with a range of 9,000 meters 

4e now in use in anti-aircraft units. These guna, which are called 
“surprise cannon", are unusually mobile and are fitted with the most 
modern sighting devices. The Soviets place great faith in then oF UST BE 
eo ee a e, THiS bIsTRIBUTION LISTING 
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“There are about 28 divisions of Soviet anti~aircreft artillery. 


Almost all of theee divisions have searchlight detachments which are 
equipped with new searchlights. The latter are about two metera in 
diameter. Bach searchlight unit has ite own mobile central electric 
generator. In addition to new cannon, Soviet anti-aircraft unite are 
armed with heavy machine guns which fire six rounde et every shot (sic). 


CEE Sorment: Perhaps this means that six barrels are mounted 
on one mount. Ee 


Infentry 


It is estimated that there are about 150 divisions of infantry in the 
Soviet Army. These divieions ave furnishéd with new types of weapons 
developed since the end of the Second World War. ‘They are exceedingly 
mobile and almost entirely motorized. 


The rifles with which the individual Infantryman was @¢quipped in the 
last war are now being repleced ty sub-machine guns. Moreover, the 
munber of heavy sub-machine gone has been increased to the ratio of 
one to every four sold4ers, and there is now one heavy machine gun to 
every ten infantrymen. : : 


There has been an important change in the composition of recently formed 
infantry units. In every infentry battelion there has been placed a 
special anti~tenk detachment, about equal to a company in strength. This 
detachment is armed with the most recent type of modern weapons, including 
a new 25 mm anti-tank rifle. 


“ae anti-tank company which ie attached to an infantry regiment has 
recently been furnished with e new type of weapon, 4 98 om cannon which 

48 reportedly very effective in piercing tank armor, These cannon have 
been recently. observed to be quite sommon in units destined for anti- 

tank defenso. QUEM Comment: 1+ seems uniikxely that the Soviets 
would use two guns to nearly alike in caliber as the 98 mm and the 100 mn.) 


A recent change hae been made in the basic organization of an infantry 
reginent. In addition to the etendard anti-tank company, an artillery . 
battalion has been added to the regiment. These artillery battalions 
are armed with new 75 mu, 127 mm, and 150 mm cannon. 


Motorized Infantry 


Great care is taken in the organization of unite of the motorized infantry... 
Soldiers for these units are picked on a more selective basis than ordinary 
infantrymen, There are reportedly 40 divisions of motorizeé infantry. 

These 40 divisions are indinied in the total figure of 150 infantry divisions 
given above. The motorized units are called “units of Proletarian Infantry". 


Bech regiment in a motoriced division has in its basic organization one 
battalion of anti-tank artillery capable of carrying out independent, 
offensive actions, one battalion of field artillery, one anti-aircraft 
battalion, and one battalion of mortars. The mortar battalion ia equipped 
with new grenade leunchers, more powerful and more destructive than those 
fn use during the last war. at 


The individual soldier's weapons in a motorized infantry unit differ from 
the regular infentryman's. Rech soldier will be furnished with a light 
eub-machine gun. Each group of three soldiers will have a light machine 
gon, and every group of twelve will have e heavy machine gun of a new type, 


Large elements of Caucasians are found in the motorized forces. 


Soviet Zank Forces 


Soviet tank forces have been re~grouped into 30 tank divisions. Thee 
30 divisions are organized as follows? 
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It is reported that Soviet military authorities have recently decided 
not to increase the number of tank divisions, since it has been proved 
in the past that every tank costs more to construct than 15 guns with 
trucke required to move them. In weighing thé relative merite of nearly 
four complete batteries of artillery versus one heavy tank, Soviet 
military authorities have definitely decided in favor of the artillery. 
A major effort 16 being made to develop a mibile artillery force. On 
the other hand, no effort 1s being made to expand the present tank 
force, 


Soviet Airborne Infantry 


There are 20 divisions of airborne troops and 10 divisions of paratroopers. 


All of these troops are under the command (sic) of a German general who 


was formerly in command of German paratroop forces. The main objective 
of these troops i¢ the destruction in as short a time as possible of 
eneny atomic energy installations. 


The equinment of these 30 divisions is very up-to-date. Bach soldier 
is armed with a speoial machine gun, very short and light. These troops 
also are supplied with heavy machine guns, bomb-throwers, and artillery 
pieces which may be reassenbled easily and quickly after they have been 
dropped. 


Soviet Merine Corps 


The present Soviet Marine Corps 1s composed of ten divisions made up of 
young elements which have been trained in all the techniques of the 
service for about two years; namely, in landing on enery territory, in 
defending coastal positions, and in other amphibious taske. The Herine 
Corps is reported to be responsible for guerding the entire coast of the 
Soviet Union. 


The landing shipa with which the Marines are supplied are very similar 
to American types and probably were based on plans used for the con< 
struction of American types. It is not easy to estimate the total number 
of landing craft in use: a large number. of them are still in the 
process of construction. Three hundred and fifty medium tonnage ships 
will probably be in operation at some future time. 


The weapons of the Marine Corps units are identical with those of the 
motorized divisions. In general, the marines are well supplied with 
arms. Moreover, they are given the most recent types. As soon as each 
new pisce of equipment is developed, 1¢ 4s sent to the marines in order 
that they may become familiar with it. ie 


Besides the amphibious troops, there are airtorne units in the Marine 
Corps. These troops are assigned the task of holding a position for 
a short time and preparing i4t for the landing of other Marine forces. 
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